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What is Title I? 
 

For those of you who are not 
familiar with Title I, the Forest 
Hills School District’s ESEA Title I 
program is a federally funded 
supplemental educational program 
that provides financial assistance 
to improve educational 
opportunities for students needing 
assistance in Reading and 
Mathematics.  Title I programs are 
designed to help children meet the 
state content in performance 
standards in Reading, Language 
Arts, and Mathematics. 
 

The Forest Hills School District’s 
Title I program offers Reading 
services to students in Grades 1 
through 12, and Math services to 
students in Grades 1 through 5.  
Six teachers, four in Reading and 
two in Mathematics, are funded 
through the Title I program.  This 
year, a total of two teachers will be 
utilizing the “Reading Recovery” 
program initiated several years 
ago. 
 

In conjunction with our Title I 
program, this newsletter is 
published to keep parents 
informed about the Title I program.  
Each issue will provide the latest 
information regarding Title I, and it 
also will provide usable, practical 
information to help you help your 
child become a better student. 
 

If you have any questions, or wish 
additional information regarding 
our Title I Reading or Math 
programs, please contact one of 
the Title I teachers, or call Mr. 
Lucas Jacobs at 487-7613, 
Extension 3601. 

 
 

How Can I Help My Child Be Ready 
To Read and Ready to Learn 

 
 
 
 

✪ Talk to your infant and toddler to help him learn to speak and understand 

the meaning of words. Point to objects that are near and describe them as 
you play and do daily activities together. Having a large vocabulary gives a 
child a great start when he enters school. 

✪ Read to your baby every day starting at six months of age. Reading and 

playing with books is a wonderful way to spend special time with her. 
Hearing words over and over helps her become familiar with them. Reading 
to your baby is one of the best ways to help her learn. 

✪ Use sounds, songs, gestures and words that rhyme to help your baby learn 

about language and its many uses. Babies need to hear language from a 
human being. Television is just noise to a baby. 

✪ Point out the printed words in your home and other places you take your 

child such as the grocery store. Spend as much time listening to your child 
as you do talking to him. 

✪ Take children’s books and writing materials with you whenever you leave 

home. This gives your child fun activities to entertain and occupy him 
while traveling and going to the doctor’s office or other appointments. 

✪ Create a quiet, special place in your home for your child to read, write and 

draw. Keep books and other reading materials where your child can easily 
reach them. 

✪ Help your child see that reading is important. Set a good example for your 

child by reading books, newspapers and magazines. 

✪ Limit the amount and type of television you and your child watch. Better 

yet, turn off the television and spend more time cuddling and reading 
books with your child. The time and attention you give your child has many 
benefits beyond helping him be ready for success in school. 

✪ Reach out to libraries and community and faith-based organizations. These 

organizations can: 

✪ Help you find age-appropriate books to use at home with your 

child; 

✪ Show you creative ways to use books with your child and other 

tips to help her learn; and 

✪ Provide year-round children’s reading and educational activities. 

www.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/readingtips.pdf 

 

 
 

 
  
 

 

 

http://www.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/readingtips.pdf
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The purpose of this memo is to inform you that the 

Forest Hills School District, the elementary school, the 

middle school, and the high school have met all of the 

possible twenty-eight (28) specific AYP targets for the 

2007 school year.   

 

The high school’s status of “Making Progress” is an 

improvement over last year’s “School Improvement I” 

status.  The high school’s progress will be monitored and 

steps taken to continue to increase student achievement. 

 

Our district / schools will continue to work hard to make 

AYP next year.  We appreciate your support of our 

district / schools as we attempt to meet our goals. 

 

Notice to Parents - Status of Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)  

 

 
 

 

The No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 requires districts and schools to report on the district and schools 

attainment of Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in three general target areas: 

 

· Attendance or graduation rate depending on the level of the school 

*  Attendance threshold is 90% or growth  

*  Graduation threshold is 80% or growth 

· Participation rate  

*  Participation threshold is 95% for total tested student population and for all subgroups with at 

least 40 students 

· Proficiency targets (performance achievement) on the PSSA for the 2011-2012 school year 

*  Thresholds are 78% Proficient in Math and 81% Proficient in Reading for total tested student 

population and for all subgroups with at least 40 students 

   

 

Our district / schools will continue to work hard to make AYP this year.  We appreciate your support of our 

district / schools as we attempt to meet our goals. 
 

 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  How Can You Help Your Child Succeed in School?  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

One way to help your child in school is to constantly monitor their attendance and academic performance.  Parents who communicate 
regularly with teachers and administrators and parents who also consistently monitor their child’s assignments and grades provide their 
children with the necessary support to increase academic achievement. 
 

The Forest Hills School District encourages all parents/guardians to access the Power School Parent Access Program.  This access is being 
provided to you as another form of communication with teachers and administrators, but more importantly, it is to help you in monitoring and 
supporting your child in their academic endeavors.  If you have internet access at home or at work, you can view the information on your 
child at any time.   
 

It’s easy to access your child’s record.   

 Contact Mr. Lucas Jacobs, Elem. Assistant Principal/Title I Federal Programs Coordinator and request your parent username and 
password for the PowerSchool Parent Access. 

 Go to the Forest Hills School District website at http://www.fhrangers.org  

 Click on the Forest Hills PowerSchool Parent Access link located on the right side of the homepage. 

 Type in your username and password and your child’s attendance record, current grades, and lunch balance record can be viewed 
at your convenience. 

  

Please direct all questions and concerns about parent access to Mr. Lucas Jacobs.  His email address is: ljacobs@fhrangers.org or call 814-
487-7613 Ext. 3601.   
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=book+clip+art&view=detail&id=D38725D087536938F2357CDCE3097474B6AE4076&first=91&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=book+clip+art&view=detail&id=0140D8F8752C8DB4F3596247890B343FC3C73977&first=91&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.fhrangers.org/
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Reading Comprehension Tips For Parents – Strategies You Can Use At Home 

21  

Parents are their child’s first and most important teacher. It’s almost impossible 

to overestimate the tremendous impact parents have on their child’s reading success. Throughout the first years of 

school, teachers are helping your child develop reading skills that will enable him or her to become a proficient reader. But 

make no mistake, learning to read takes practice, practice and more practice–much more than a child can get during a 

school day. 

You can provide reading opportunities and extra guidance at home by simply implementing the simple activities and tips 

you find on this page. They are sure to help your child with reading comprehension regardless of what skill level they 

are currently at. Equally important, they will help foster a love for reading. 

The good news is that teaching reading comprehension strategies are really second nature to parents. For example, when 

a mother says something like, “Jenny, tell your dad what we did at the zoo today,” that builds a foundation for 

understanding how narratives work. While it would be great if all instructional techniques where this intuitive, most parents 

need a little nudge in the right direction. Here are four strategies and tips straight from the classroom that you can use at 

home. 

Lay a strong foundation for reading success 

If you were going to reupholster your sofa, you wouldn’t just choose a bolt of fabric, buy a staple gun and then get to work. 

You would do a little planning first. That would involve learning about all the materials and tools you need to do a proper 

job. You may even decide to take of course in upholstery. The point is you would educate yourself by gathering all the 

information and training needed before you get started. 

Helping your child develop good reading comprehension skills involves the same type of planning. In other words, you 

need to give them the tools they need to apply to whatever kind of book you’re reading together. 

Before reading a book about ocean life, for example, first talk to your child about how fish are different from mammals and 

have to live in a water environment. Preview the text to find unfamiliar words like “gills” and “vertebrate” and explain them 

before you start reading. Talk about the fish you may have seen in a pet store or at the beach. You can even go the extra 

mile and take your child to the local aquarium. Does this sound a little extreme? Not at all – teachers do it all the time! Just 

trust that these steps will go a long way in comprehension development. 

More reading time and less TV time 

Studies show that children are exposed to a larger variety of words in children’s books that are read to them than from 

what they hear on prime time TV. That means anything you read to them will enlarge their vocabulary much more than the 

conversational dribble heard on television. 

 

http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http://www.k12reader.com/reading-comprehension-tip-for-parents-%e2%80%93-strategies-you-can-use-at-home/&media=http://www.k12reader.com/wp-content/uploads/reading-comp.jpg
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Remember that your child’s listening vocabulary is much larger than her reading vocabulary. When you read books that 

are interesting to her, both reading and writing vocabularies increase. That’s because if she has heard a word before in 

context, then when it’s presented in the classroom she’ll be able to recognize it with greater comprehension. 

Reading aloud and thinking aloud 

Good readers unconsciously create visual images in their heads while they are reading. It’s all part of the comprehension 

process. While you are reading to your child, think out loud about the images you see or the questions that may arise. 

That means explaining the ideas, pictures, questions, and connections that go through your mind as you read a passage. 

Here’s an example of a think aloud: 

The title of this book is Bobby: The Bravest Boxer. There is a picture of a dog on the cover so that tells me Bobby is a 

boxer dog instead of a man that boxes. I wonder what the dog did that proved his bravery. I need to read ahead and find 

out. Oh, on the next page it says, “Bobby got very nervous when the children were playing outside all alone, especially if 

they are near the street.” That tells me that Bobby may do something to protect one of the children in the family. But how? 

I have to read on to find out more. 

Let your child be the teacher 

Most all children jump at the opportunity to play a little role reversal. As you and your child are reading, take turns coming 

up with questions, making predictions, and summarizing. You be the student and let your son or daughter be the teacher. 

Children love being able to say things like “Dad, tell me what you think will happen next!” 

Keep it interesting and relevant 

One of the most important things parents can do is to provide reading material that is interesting and relevant. Nothing 

turns a child off reading like boring content. If your reader is a young boy make sure he has access to scary stories, sports 

books, or science fiction. And if your girl likes those things as well, make sure she has them in addition to stories about 

animals, fairytales, and babysitting clubs. 

By consistently using these reading comprehension tips and strategies you’ll provide a learning environment 

that will accelerate your child’s reading comprehension development. Not only that, you’ll form a parent – child 

bond that will serve your child well as he or she meets the challenges of school years and beyond. 

www.k12reader.com 

 

 
 

CONNECTING WITH FAMILIES 
Research has shown that children who are read to at home have a higher success rate in school and children who read regularly become 

stronger readers. With the growth of media and technology, books and bedtime stories may not be a regular part of family routines. These 

resources for reading with children can be used to help families develop an enjoyment of reading and develop children’s literacy skills. 
Readingrockets.org-Reading rockets has information and activities for families to promote reading. Parent articles are available as PDFs and 

in Spanish. 

Colorincolorado.org-Colorin Colorado!~ has resources for bilingual families. 

Scholostic.com-Click on the “Parents” tab for a webpage for families with articles, activities, and reading lists for families. 
PBS Parents-Part of PBS.org, this website has articles on reading development by age and a book finder search program for families. 
National Children’s Literacy Website-The Soho Center has developed a collection of tips for families to help their children read, including tips 

for using the local public library. 

http://www.k12reader.com/
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Parents’ Advisory Council Annual Meeting 
 
The ESEA Title I Parents’ Advisory Council of the Forest Hills School District has 
scheduled its annual parent meeting for 1:30 p.m., Tuesday, May 21, 2013, in the 
Multi-Purpose Room of the Forest Hills Elementary School. 
 
The purpose of this meeting will be to review information received at the Federal 
Program Coordinators’ conference regarding the status of title I for 2013-2014, 
and provide an update on the progress of our 2012-2013 Title I program.  Light 
refreshments will be served. 
 
If you have any questions, please call Mr. Lucas Jacobs at 487-7613, extension 
3601. 


